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TRE DAY MY MOM DIED T KNEW THAWG S (WERE GOING To
CHANGE , BUT DIPAN'T KNOW WHEN. SHE WAS UPRICHT (N

HE R CHAIR EYES OPEN AND FIXED 0N THE TV. ITwAS

L\KENOTHING (WAS DIFFERENT, ONLY SHE WAS LONE.,

W

ATTER TAAT DAY L FELT LUKE ANYTHING WAS PogSIBLE. , THE URGE
TOWDE , THAT MILHT NEVER FADE. MY DESIRE To KEEPToMY

WORLD OF THE FARM ANPFOREST S WouLp
NOT LHANGE . RUT SOMEBTHNG WITHIN

ME SW\FTED FOREVER AND (wITH (T
(REWA SENSE OF CVALOSTY, [ 75

/LL\?

T WALKED ACROSS THEFIELDS TO ANNIE’S TRAILER
THINING O WRAT I'D SAY TOHER , TT WASONLY LyHEN

T ToLD HER “MOM'S DEAD” DID THE TEARS CoME OuT.
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T WAS LAYD UP FOR DAYS AFTER THAT. 1T WAS AT IN
MY HABIT TO CRY. MY CONDITION MADE IT PAINFUL .
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RIGHT. MY CONDIT\ON. TAE REA SON MDM'S PASSING MEANT MYy
WORLD cOULD MOVE, THEY KNEW AS SOON AS T EMERGED T/D
NEVER HAVE A “NORMALLIFE”, THEY SAID MY FALE WouLD
GROW UNTIL THE PRE SSVRE [N MY BRAIN KILLED ME UNLE S
THEY PERFORMED REGULAR SURGERIES FOR THE REST OF my*
LIFE. THEY SMID 1 MGHT HAVE IMPAIRED COGNITWVE SKILLS
THEY OFFERED A LARGE DOSE OF MORPRINE To PUT ME TO
SLEEP. MY MoM TooK ME HOME AND THATYS WHERE 1'VE

BEEN EVER SINCE. [~




THE WORLD. T WASN'T IGNORANT TO ITS WAYS, L HAPTY, T
HAD ANNIE, OURFRIEND FROM ACROSS THE FIELD , AND
FARMER JIM, 1m0 PLOWED THEDAWE , DELIVERED LoRpWUD D,
AND WHOSE WIFE SENT ALONG THE OLASWONAL (ASSARPLE
OR KNIT LTEM TO IKEEP MEWARM OVER THE BITING WINTERS.

e \/ £ 3

FROM WWAT L 6 LEANED FRIM ALL THIS , THE LWOALD WA SA MEAN,
PLACE THAT WOULD NoT SPARE ME ANY CRUELTY. ONLE IT LobKED
UPONMYFALELT MIGHT EVEN TRY T0 ENCROACH. THE PHANTOM
OF THE 0PERA ) THE ELEPHANT MAN, MASK , T HAD SEEN THEM
AND ONCE T (0T OVER WISHING TG S WERE DIFFER ENT,T
LACCEPTED WHAT THEY WERE. |

WELL, 1T SERMS THE ATTORNEY- YOUR DAD’S BROTHER, HA S
PA S SEDAWAY, RUT YouHAVE ALLYOUR DDLUMENTATION | LE
*&;w TRANSFER (oNTRoL oF THE A(DUNTS To Yo, FREDERICK |

e UNCLEZ DIEDPAND |
S NO ONE TOLDME

(o

ITWASNEWSTO ME ASWELL,
BURT BECLAME A SHVT-\WW ovg

MY CoNDOLEAICES ABOVT YouR MOTHER ,WE WENT To HibH
SCHOOL ToGETHER LooK FREDERAICK | T KNOW THis MusT
NOT HAVE BEEN EASY (DMINGHERE . WE'LL DO WHATEVER

WE
CAN To HELP You. [~ —
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T WASHED MY NEATEST CLOTHES AND SINCE MY REGULAR
RODTS WERE SO SCUFFED AND BATTEREP, I DELIDED TO
WEAR MY NEw RUBBER BOOTS . I CHOSE MY HAT wiTH
FLAPS ANDALIGHT SCARF) YES, JUSTIN (ASE 1 WANTED
TO HIDE MYSELF, /— < ‘
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MOM AND T LAVEP DN HE R PARENTS’ FARM , MY GRAND -
PARENTS BOTH DIED THERE, OMA IN HER SLEEP, OPA |N THE
DRIVE SHOVELLING OUT HIS TRULK . MY FATHER LEFT WHgn
T WASBORN ANDAS FAR AS T WAS CONLERNE D HE NEVER
EXISTED AT ALL S\NCE I DIDN'T REMEMBER HIM,

T LOOKED LIKE A FARMER, LIKE J(M, LOOULD THAT GE .,
ENOVUGH TO NOT STAND ouT MORE THAN T ALREADY WOULD |

THE DAY FINALLY ARRIVED WHEN T WENT TO TOWN FoR THE

FIRST TIME. J —=
N, —

T

MoM, ANNIE, AND IIM TAUVGHT ME ALL T NEEDED TO KNow TD
LIVE MY SIMPLE LIFE :How To Coo ik, SPLIT WoeP, MEND (LOTHES
AND TEND THE SIZEMBLE GARPEN WE HAD EACH SPRW . ANN|E
TAVGWT ME To FisH, DRESSOUT APDEER, TAN AHIDE . WHAT
SPARE TIME T HAD I SPENT READING WITH THE TV DA,
I T HELPED WiTH THE LONELINESS AFTERA Mom PAS SED,
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WHEN MOM DIED, ANNIE NOTIFIED THE AVTHORITIES . A
LAWYER CAME ANDEXPLAINED THERE WAS A TRUST SET
UPEOR ME , TOHANDLE THE PROPERTY TAXES, BILLS,
EXPENSES,OF WHICH THERE WERE FEW, MOM ~ AND
FATAER —HAD PLANNED FOR THIS INEVITABILITY. T
GUESS THEY THOUGHT | T THE LEAST THEY (PVULD Do,
HAVING CHOSEN TO EX(LE ME BEFORE THE WORLD

CoOLLD. !
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SUDDENLY,WHEN I WAS 23 YEARS OLD , § YEARS
AFTER MOM PASSED, THE MONEY STOPPED (OMIN(,

HI FREDEAIK, T'"M HAG LIE,
{ JIMSWIFE. TSI S OUR
\ DAVGHTER PERSEPHONE.

T KNOW WE'VE NEVER METY
BEFORE BUTJIIM IS REALLY

SORRY ABOUT YESTERDAY,
WE THOUOGHT (T WAS TIME WE
CAMEAND MET YOU, AND WE
BROVGHT You SOME CHILL.
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OVEATHE NEXT FEWDAYS T PREPARED, PHYSICALLY
AND SPIRITUALLY, I GATHERED ALL THE PAPERS T (oulD
FIND, INCLUDING MOTUER’S (MILL AND ALL THE PAPERS THE
LAW YER HAD BROUGHT MEIN A YELLOW ENVELOPE, T

EVEN DUG OVT MY BIRTRCERTIFI(ATE To PROVE IT WAS ME,

dvgiNodw!
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You TaiNk T WANNA Go?!

HELL NO, TOON'TY I WANNA
STAYHWERE WHERE

NOBODY,

\ NOT EVEN YOV,
)\ CANSEE ME,

INFACT

BREAYING GROVND FORTHE GARDEN THAT YEAR LWAS TOVGH.
TT WAS TOUGH To GET STARTED ON ANYTHN(G. A STEELY

COLD DREAP LOOMED BERINDEVERYTHNG... [ |

AT NIGHT T DREAMT T WAS IN TOWNAND 1 STUCK OUT Like
A SORE THUMB . EVERYONE WAS STARINGAND THERE WAS

OWHERE TO HIDE. &
\ P o _©




MMBE T WAs THE BEER

AGAWN, T TURNED TO ANNLE.

IT WAS
DEFINITELY
THE STRESS
ILosTMY

TEMPER,

AT TN [Fou wowvmaT sim? FUCK PEOPLE 1]

REMEMBERTAE 'muST FuND ) /
[ THE BILLS WEREN'T PAID @g/u ./ Hoamo NASTY GLAD T NEVER

T CAN TAKE

) LAST MonTH . T RAVETO 25
ﬁ FIND OUT WRY . f] o1 | Nou FREDERICK. lTTLE BEEN TO YOUR
L ~F | ARE YouoKA‘\’ (—REEPS STVRP\D, SRITTY
R
T e NOT
Ly MeY
FREAKS — .




50. . MOWARE You GONNA DO 177 )

WWAT DO YOU MEAN 2

WEAR A... AVE\L
OR ANYTRING?

1 HADN'T
THOULWT

T'M SORRY,
TTs JusT...

Comeg 10
THINKOF
\T L)

T MEAN , PEOPLE Know
You EXIST, FRED. You
JUST CAN'T KEEP SucH]
SﬁCP\ETS Too LON(

(N ATowN AS SMALL
AS OURS,

TT'S A WONDER, L
NO ONE’S
h:";‘ . Be EN
OUT HERE

\ BOTHERW(
NG You ALL

‘ THIS TIME,

, NOT REALLY, ANNIE ,WHAT DO YoU -
THINK WILL HAPPEN WHEN T (O 7
\ - o~ ' . \

/@
T MEAN,

MY FACE // M |

TIRATARE YouU-
WORRIED WILL
NAPPEN 7 g

MIGHT SAY, OR DO,

CAE PEOPLE, wnm—j?_Y)
WELL, PEOPLE \—

SAY A LOT 0F THINGS,
ﬂ THAT 1s WHRAT THEY DO

LISTEN FREDERICK.PEOPLE Ap,e)
USED TO HAVING THINGS A CERTAWN
WAY AND \WHEN THEY FIND SOMETHING
THEY DON'T UNDEQSTAN D, THEY AREN'T
SURE HOW TO TAKE \ T, SOMETIMES

TREY DON'T KNow How TO ACT. /7]




TLL TELL You A SECRET FREDERILK; THEY TALIK ABOUT ME,
| NOT TO MY FACE, BEHIND MY BACK,

"BECAVSE TLIVE OUT HERE AND DO THINGS MY OWN WAY, T
(GUESS.AND MV 1LOOKS, THEY CALL MEYMAANIE? SAY 1I'M

A MAN AND LIVEWW TAE W00pS TOHIDE | T. SOMETIMES THEY
LAVGH OUT Loup WHEN 1 (OME INTOTHE STORE To DO OUR

SHOPPIAG, THEN THEY (AANK THEIRFALESWHEN T LOOK. .

THE ALMANAC SAYS LATE FROSTS, IT MIGHT BE (200D You LoT A
LATE STAQT ON YOUR SEEDLING S+ / B —1

[

You oxay KIP.” You SEEM )

,@ S PREOCLUPIED. [

jm,'r.oormeoror@ .
‘ \', ANNIE’S GONNA TAKE Mg

T'MJVST SAYWWGNT HAPPEN S TO)
EVERYONE ., YOUCAN'T HELP T,
USVALLY 17’5 THEIR HANGUP, NoT

;,3?@ !

NS

RE - ARE YOV SURE ?
WHAT FOR?

THEAILLS . TRAVE To FIND
OVT WHY THEY HAVEN'T

REEN PA\D.

WELL 1D START WITH THAT
LAWYER. YA KNOW \WHAT
THEY SAYAGOVT LAWYEAS

1= WHAT DON'T
) THEY SAYABOVT
L\ LAWYERS
{ HeERYYou GoTTY
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WRAT WouLD 1T REALLY MEAN FOR ME To JoIN THE WORLD 2 WAS IT EVEN POSSIBLE

HOW DOES ONE BEGLIN P (AN T RE DONE WITHOUT LOSING ONESELF P 1

VAN ..CAN You HELP ME 7 T Don'T KNOW WHERE TO
START. THE BANK = L DON'T EVEN KNOW WHERE
1T (S, 1 DON'T KNOWHOW TO O IN THERE OR

WHAT To ASK FOR., [




CATCHING MYTAW@

CoupLE
KEEPERS.

T SHOULD'VE KNOWN PEOPLE IN TOWN LWOoVLD GLVE
ANNE A HARD TIME . TOME SHE S NoT DIFFERENT
THOUGH  SHE’S VST ANAIE. CVENIF SHE WERE A MANS
LWING AS A WOMAA ,; T \WoULDN'T CARE, SHES MY 13EST
EAIEND. BETTER TOME THAN AN YoV E (EXCEPT MYOWA fMOM.

Y.EVERY FACE 1 SAW WAS DIFF -

b,

T DREAMT T WAS IN NEW YOoR K, C

ERENT SOME EVEN LOOKED AS UNUSVAL AS MiN

THAT NWGHT

1 SUDDENLY WANTED TO JOIN THE WORLD. TTCAUED TOo ME FoR THE FIRST TIME,




