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THE DAY MY MOM DIED T EAVEW THINGS WERE Golme Te |
CHANGE , BUT DIDA'T KNOW WHEA. SHE WAL UPRIGHT 1A

Hl"l'-'.-l-l-l‘llﬂ' EYES OPEN Anp FIXED 0N THE TV, ITwAS
LVKE NOTHING WAS PIFFERENT, ONLY &HE WAS GONE.

5 WALKED ALROSS THEHELDS TO ANNIE'S TRAILER
Trl Al oa) WHAT T°0 Say TOHER, TT WALOALY LyHE W

T ToLD HER “MOM'S DEAP” DIP THE TEARS CoME ouT.
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T WAS LAD UP FOR DAYS AFTER, THAT. 1T wAS jdeT (N
MY HABIT To cRY. MY CoamiTies) MADE T PAINEUL. .

ol

[RIGHT. MY CONDITI0n, TAE REA SN MOM 5 PASSING MEAIT AT
ORLD couiD MOVE. THEY KNEW AS 5004 AL T EMEALED T'D
EVER HAVE ANOBMALLIFE", THEY SALD MYy FALE WovLD
GROW UNTIL THE PRE S5VRE I8 My BRAIN KILLED ME UNLE ¢
THEY PERFOAMED REGULAR SWREGERIES FoR THE RELT oF My
LIFE., THEY 50D 1 MGHT HAVE IMPAIRED LOGVMITIWE SKILLS
THEY OFFERED A LARGE posg OF MoRpPeinE To PuT ME TO
SLEER MY Mom Toox ME HOME AVP THAMS WHERE 1'VE
BEEN EVER SINCE, |




THE WORLD, T WASA'T IGNORANT TO 1T5 WAYS, L HAPTY, T
HAD AdME. OURFRIEND FROM ACRDSE THE FIELD , AND
[FARMER, 1A, LpD PLOWED THEDAIVE , DELIVERED (orpLivep,
AND WHOSE WIFE SENT ALONG THE DuAMeNAL (ASSARARLE
OR, EAIT ITEA, To KEEP MEWMAM OVER THE 3iTiNG WINTERS,

e g

EROM WWAT L G LEANED FASM ALL THIS , THE WORLD 1A 5 4
PLALE TWAT LJOULD NOT SPARE ME ANY CRUELTY. ONLE IT Loo kg
VPON MYEALEIT MiEHT EVEN TRY T0 ENCROALH . THE AHANTDM
OF THE oPERA ; THEELEPHANT Man, MASK , T HAD SEEN THEM

ANPONCE T LOT ovER WISHNE TGS WERE DIFFERENT, I
EY WERE,




MOM AND L. LAVED DM HE & PARE 15’ FARM , MY LRAND =
PARENT S BOTH DIED THERE; OMA INHER SLEEP, OPA 1N THE
DAIVE SHOVELLING OUT WIS TAULK . MY FATHER LEFT wHgwm
I WASBORN ANPAS FAR AST WAS CONCERNED HE NEVER
EXISTED AT ALL S\WANCE T pipN'T REMEMBER HIM,

Mom, ANNIE, AND 31 TAVGHT ME ALL L JEEDED TO ENgwW TD
LIVE MY SIMPLE L'FE:How To Loo ks , SPLIT WeeP, MEND CoTiiEs )

ANDTEND THE SIZEMBLE GARPEN WE HAD EACH SPRIW (. ANWIE
TAUGMT ME To FisM, PAESSouT APEER, TAN ARIDE . WHAT

SPARE TiME I HAD ISPENT READING WITH TAE TV Dal.
LT HELPED LuiTH THE LONELINGSS AFTER Mor PAS SED,
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WREN MOM DIED, ARAIE NOTIFIED THE AUTHORITIES , A
LAWYER, CAME ANDEAPLAINED THERE wAS A TRUST SET
WP EOR ME , TOHANDLE THE PROPERTY TAXES, BILLS,
EXPENSES,OF WHICH THERE WERE FEW. MoM = AND
FATHER = HAD PLANNED Fom THIS I%EVITABILITY. I
GUESS THEY THOULHT |T THE LEAST THEY (&vLlD Doy
HAVING CHOSEN TO ExiLE ME BEFORE THE WORLD

WUL‘D-!

CUDDENLY, WHEN I WAS 23 YEARS OLD , 5 YEARS
AFTER MDPM PASSED, THE MONEY STOPPED (0MING,




[BREAKING GRDVND FORTAE GARDEN THAT YEAR LIAS TOVGH.
IT WwWAS Touls To {.rElr E.TJLETE‘D On) AT TeAAI, A ETEEi_T'
(oLD DREAP LODMED BERIND EVERY THING... [

AT HJIEHT T E"_F..E_AH"F T WAS I Towsl ANE L STUl E 0T Like
A SORE THUMB . EVERYORE WAS STARIAGAND THERE LWAS

NOWHERE TO HIPE




AGAN, T TURNED TC ANME.

AEMEMEBER THE TRAUST FunP!

THE BILLS WEREN'T PAIP
LAST MonTH . T HAVE TO ) =55 |
FIND OUT WHY, ; ~ou FREPERICK,
. " 5 | ARE You oraY
: iT.




NO, NoT REALLY, A WNIE ,WHAT D2 YoU =,
THINK WILL HAPPEN WHEN T 0O 7 S

L MeAN) [/
MY FACE

[ WHATARE 'fnu !
N\ WORRMED wiLL

THE PEOPLE , WHAT THE'f
MIGHT SAY, OR ‘Dﬂ

AY A 'l.-l-'lT oF THINGS,

q% THAT 1s WAAT TREY DO
L~
”

(é WELL, PEDPLE \—

>

1 g Lgu

LISTEN FREPERLLK, PEDPLE ARE
USED To Haan( THINGS A CERTALN
WAY AND WHEN TUEY FIND SOMETHING
THEY DON'T UNDERSTAND. THEY AREN'T
SURE HOW TO TAKE |T, SOMETIMES
THEY DON'T Now How T0O Ar.-r_/’




TL TELL You A SECRET FARDE R LK; THEY TALK ABoUT Mg,
NOT TO MY FACLE , BEHIND MY BALK .,

'-u""'\-'-'_l"“d—-h.-,.l ﬂ"'"“_,.-hf"nl"":' ji

I GELAKE TLIVE OUT HERE AND DO THNGS MY WK WAY. 1
GUESS . AND MY LooK S . THEY CALL ME“MAUWIEY, SAY I'M

A MAN AND LIVE W TAE Woops TRHIDE | T. SOMETIMES THEY
LAVGH OUT LoVP WHEN 1 (oM INTO THE STORE Te Do nu}(‘

SHOPPING, THEN THEY BULAVK THEIR FALESWHEN T LOOK. .

- e ]r“ -""nr: ﬂ .h:_"':
T'MJIVET SAYING T HAPPEN S TO
EVERYONE . YOU CANT MELP T,

WSUALLY 1775 THEIR HANGUP joT

SOMETHING You'VE DONE,
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FcAN...CAN You HELP ME ? T Don'T KNOW WHERE TO
START. THE BANK - 1 DON'T EVEN KNOW WHeRE
1T 15,1 PON'T KNOWHOW TD O IN THERE 0R

WHAT To ASK FOR, |

_— [
[ OF COURSE I'LL HELP You FRED. ANYTHING.
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1 SHOULP'WE KNOWA PEQPLE 1N Towa LOoULE GILVE
ANAME A HARD TIME. TOME SHE 7S NoT DIFFERENT

THOUGH ,; SHES JUiT AnnIE EVENIF Lt E WERE A MAM
LIWINE AS A& WOMAA T LIoULDN'T CARE, SHES MY IAE ST

ERIEND. BETTEA TOME THAN AN YOUE EXL EFT M OWA oM
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EVERY FACE 1 SAw wAS DIFF-

ey

S IN NEW "t‘#ﬂn.‘

THE FIRST TIME.

5 UNUSUAL AS

1 SuPPENLY WANTED TO J.P‘mln TAE WOALD. TT ALLED TO ME
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LATE START ON YOUR SEEDLINGS o/ 11

_(You oAy KIP 7 You SEEM
e N By, - 1 PREOCLVPIED.

g

tﬁm SAYS LATE FROSTS. 1T MIGHT BE (00D You DT A |

ARE - ARE YOUSURE ©
\ WHAT FoOR?

T™MERILLS . THAVE To EIaD

DVT WHY THEY HAVEN'T
REEN PALD.

WELL 1D STAAT wii T TelaT
LAWY ER, WA KANDW LWHAT

WHAT DON'T
THEY SAY AReVT
LAWYERS




- FOWARE You GONNA 00 177 )

WELL, ARE You GoNN A,
WEAR A.. AVEIL

T MEAN , PEOPLE Know
Yov EXIST, FRED. You
JUST CAN'T KEEP SutH|
SECRETS Tow LOM(»

(W A TowN AS SMALL
A OURS,

T'A SORRY,
T JusT...
PEOPLE
Can BE
CRNEL.

ComMe 10
THINKOF
..

MO ONE'S
RBEEMN
OUT HERE
BOTHERW
you ALL

i, TS TIME,

TT'S A WoNDER L




THE STREYS
ILosTMY

TEMPER ,

(You knowW WAAT Jim? FUC K PEOPLE 1T

HORRID , NASTY GLAD T NEVER

LITTLE a BEEN TP YOUR
CREEPS \ 7 STUPID, SHITTY
= ‘::;.') ~ = Te J/"f
% < |




You THINK T WANNA Go?f
HELL NO, TOON'TT I WANNAC—

//"""* STAYWERE WHERE
\%Fb NOBODY,
N . NOT EVEN YOU,




W1 FREDERICK, LM AAG b16,)/ T KNOW LEVE NEVER METY
JIMSLIFE. TS 15 0UR * FBEFORE BUTIIM 1S REALLY
| PAVGHTER PERSEPHONE /| sopay ABOUT YESTERDAY,
' WETHOUGHT IT was TIME WE
CAME AND MET YOU, AND WE
RROUGHT You SOME caiLl.

%unm@p
LT S CRY AN
":’{juuwu-!

THAMKS

OVEATHE NEAT FELIDAYS I PRE PARED, PHYSICALLY
AND SPIAZTUALLY. I GATHE RED ALL THE PAPERS T (oulD
FIND; INCLUPING MoTWER'S LWL ANT ALL THE PAPERS THE
LAWYER HAD BROULHT ME Iv A YELLOW ENVELOPRE, T

EVEN DU OVT MY BIRTACERTIFILATE To PROVE IT WAL ME,

g




T WAHED MY NEATEST CLOTHE S AND SINCE MY REGULAR

RODTS WERE 50 SCUFFE D AND BAT TEREP, I PFUPEP TO
WEAR MY NEw RUBBER BooTS . I CHOSE My HAT LuimH

FLAPS ANPALIGHT SCARF, YES, JUST IN (ASE 1 WANTED
TO HIDE MYLELF, |
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LOOKED LIKE A FARMBR, LIKE J|M, LIOULD THAT OF
NOUGH TO NET STANDouT MORE THAN T ALAEADY WOULD »

THE PAY FINALLY ARRWED LWHEN T WENT TD ToOWN Fel THE
FIRST TIME. )

-




WELL, T SEEMS THE ATTORNEY- YOUR [DAD’S BRCTHER, HA 3|
PASSED Ay, BUT YouHavE ALLYOUR DBUMEATATION | WE
ﬁw'rm.mﬂ. LonThol of THE ALOUNTS T You, FREDERICK

NLLE P DIEPTAND |=
————————— NOONE TOLDME >

e e
B

T b T, W _-.," _1:
IT WASNEWSTO ME ACLIELL,
BURT BELAME A SMUT-N Dug
THE LAST FEw YEARS, [

MY CoNDoLEMACES ABOUT TouR MoTHER  \WE WENT To HitH
SLHOOL ToGETHER Look FREDERAICK , T KaJow Tl MusT
MNOT HAVE BEEN EASY (oMINGHERE . WELL mwﬂﬁﬁuﬁﬂuﬂ

C AN To HELP You, - —

:u::'l.—._'i.'




HETMED A
SHuT-1n) THAT




AETCR TAAT DAY T FELT LIRE ANYTHIAG vk PoSSIOLE., THE URGE
TOWDE , THAT MibwT NEVER FADE. MY DESIRE To My

WOALD OF THE FARM ANPDFOREAT S oLy
NOT CHARE . AT SOMETHING WITHIN
ME SHFTED FOREVER Anp L1 TH IT]
GREWA SENSE OF CURIosITY, J 75 |

|Il I_--\:-Lﬁ e |
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